
CHAPTER II 

ANNEXING NEW AREA S 

The surviv al and growth of a munic i pal ity depends u pon period ical expansion of 
its boundaries to include development in its fringes and cont igu ous to the corporate 
limits. The growth and de ve lop ment of territ o ry in t he fringe of the cit y can be 
attributed primaril y to t h e advantage deri v ed from industry, business and ot her fa ­
cilities located within the municipalit y . T h e health, sa f et y, welfare and prospe rity 
of the entire communit y requires that suc h ad j acent territory be incorporated and 
share in the advantages offered by the cit y and at the same time participa te in the 
cost of cit y operations. 

"Municipal officials will also recognize that annexation is an integral part o f 
the overall planning process, a tool to be used in guiding and ensuring orderl y grow ­
th and development. Every cit y and town should develop a definite annexation pol icy 
and a continuing annexation program within the fr amework of its overall plan of de­
velopment." .f.l. 

On January 27, 1961, the Salisbury City Coun cil at its regular meeting adopted 
an annexation ordinance extending the o ld cit y limits, to include three new areas as 
of February 1, 1961. These are the Me adowbrook-M ilford Hills section, the Oakland 
section and the Country Club section. This re po rt indentifies these areas and sets 
forth the legal requireme nts on which an nex ation procedures were based. 

At this time, there are three different legal methods by whic h a cit y of more 
than 5,000 persons ma y an nex ad j oining urbanized a reas. A city ma y c h oose to annex 
an area (1) by an election o f the people in the area propos ed to be annexed, (2) by 
pet i tion of all the owners of real propert y within the area proposed to be annexed 
or (3) by meeting t h e statut ory standards for annexation. Salis bury chose t o annex 
the three different urbanized areas on its bound a ries by the latter method. 

_1 / John T. Morrisey, "Mechanics of Annex a ti on f o r Municipalities o f 5 ,000 o r 
More" report No. 99 , No rth Ca rolina League o f Munici pal iti es, Ralei gh, F e b ., 1960. 
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